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THE OVERDRIVE SERVICE provides access to a collection of eBooks, audiobooks and magazines that you can borrow and 

read through a desktop browser or access through the dedicated Libby app (for Android, iOS and Windows devices). 

 

You can search for OverDrive titles in Library OneSearch, access the OverDrive platform through the Find Databases service, or install the 

Libby app on your preferred device. 

 

Much like in a traditional physical library, you can borrow books (up to 30 at a time) from OverDrive and place a hold to request a book 

that’s currently on loan to someone else at Nottingham Trent University. This brief how-to guide walks you through the process. 

 

The examples below include illustrations from both the Windows desktop version of OverDrive and the Libby app. 
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Logging in to OverDrive and the Libby app 

Students and staff at Nottingham Trent University log in to OverDrive or the Libby App using their university username and password.  

 

OverDrive             https://nottingham.overdrive.com  

 

If you find a book or audiobook in Library OneSearch, or if you access OverDrive through the Find Databases service, you will need to be 

signed-in to the platform to be able to borrow materials. If you’re not automatically signed-in, click or tap the Sign in button in the top 

right-hand corner of the OverDrive page (see illustration below). 

 

 

You will be routed to the university’s single sign-on page, on which you can sign in using your university username and password. 

 

Once you have successfully signed-in, you’ll be returned to the OverDrive platform. Confirmation that you’re recognised as a signed-in 

OverDrive user is the presence of the My account link (in the same location that the Sign in link occupied previously). 

 

You can use the My account link to review the materials that you have on loan, and any holds that you have placed on other items.  

https://nottingham.overdrive.com/
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Libby (web version)        https://libbyapp.com/library/nottingham  

 

If you access OverDrive (Libby) from the Find Databases page, you’ll be directed to the web version of the Libby app, which works on 

all major browsers. You will need to be signed-in to Libby to be able to borrow materials. 

 

 

 

To sign in to the web version of the Libby app, click or tap the 

Sign In With My Card option (see illustration) 

 

 

 

https://libbyapp.com/library/nottingham
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You’ll be prompted that you need to sign in on a secure website 

(the Nottingham Trent University single sign-on service). 

 

Click or tap the Next option to continue (see illustration). 

 

On the NTU single sign-on service, sign in using your university 

username and password. 

 



    5 

 

 

 

You’ll be returned to the Libby platform, and see a confirmation 

message indicating that you are signed in, along with a display of 

your Libby library card including a summary of your Loans and 

Holds.  

 

Click or tap the Next button to begin searching for materials, 

loaning items and placing holds on items on loan (see illustration). 
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Libby app (Android, iOS) 

 

The Libby app is available for Android and iOS devices. The 

Android version can be downloaded from Google Play, and the 

iOS version from the App Store. 

 

Once installed, you will need to select Nottingham Trent University 

as a library you belong to, and then sign-in to the Libby app to be 

able to borrow materials. 

 

The first time that you open the app, you will be asked ‘do you 

have a library card?’ (see illustration). 

 

Tap Yes to continue. 

 

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.overdrive.mobile.android.libby
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/libby-by-overdrive-labs/id1076402606
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If you already have the Libby app installed on another device, and 

have configured it to connect to Nottingham Trent University, you 

can use the Copy From Another Device option to replicate those 

settings. 

 

If this is the first device that you have installed the Libby app on, 

select the Search For A Library option (see illustration). 
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Enter ‘Nottingham Trent University’ in the search box and hit the 

search icon (see illustration). 

 

From the Matching Libraries list, tap Nottingham Trent 

University to select it. 

 

-- 

 

If you already use the Libby app with another library service (such 

as Nottingham City Libraries or Nottinghamshire Libraries), simply 

search for and add Nottingham Trent University as an additional 

‘Matching’ library. 

 

If you have two or more Matching Libraries set in your Libby app, 

you can switch between your OverDrive accounts by tapping or 

clicking on the different entries in your Matching Libraries list. 

 

As you switch between different Matching Libraries your Loans and 

Holds, and your lending allowance, will update accordingly. 
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After you have selected Nottingham Trent University from the list, 

you will be routed to the Nottingham Trent University single sign-

on screen. 

 

Sign in using your university username and password.  

 

You’ll be returned to the Libby app, and see a confirmation 

message indicating that you are signed in, along with a display of 

your Libby library card including a summary of your Loans and 

Holds.  

 

Click or tap the Next button to begin searching for materials, 

loaning items and placing holds on items on loan (see illustration). 

 



    10 

 

 

Loaning items (illustrations from the Libby app) 

 

 

 

 

Click or tap the Borrow icon 

 

 

 

Click or tap on the list of available copies  

 

 

 

Click or tap on the Borrow button 
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Managing items on loan to you (illustrations from the Libby app) 

 

  

Click or tap the Books icon to review 

your Libby Shelf 

 

Select a title from your Shelf and click or 

tap the Manage Loan option 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Choose the Return Early option or the 

Renew Loan option (when available) 
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Placing a Hold on an item (illustrations from the Libby app) 

 

 

In some cases, all the copies of a book in 

OverDrive may be out on loan or otherwise 

unavailable. 

 

When that happens, the Borrow option will 

not be visible. Instead, the option to Place 

Hold will appear in the display of the title 

(see illustration). 

 

If you place a Hold on an item it will be 

reserved for you (for several days) when 

the current seven-day borrowing period 

ends.  

 

You will be notified when the book is 

available for you to access. 

 

If other Holds have been placed on an item 

before yours, you will be placed in the Hold 

queue and it will take longer for your Hold 

to be satisfied. 

 

To place a Hold, click or tap the Place 

Hold option 

 

To borrow a title that has been held for 

you, click or tap the library card icon 
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Notifications from the Libby app 

 

When using the Android or iOS Libby App, you will receive notifications about your Loan and Hold activity.  

 

 

This is an example of a Libby App notification. You would receive a 

notification like this when one of your loaned items is due to be 

returned and removed from your OverDrive Library Card. 

 

This notification includes links to the Libby app that will allow you 

to Renew the loan, to Return the loan early, and to retrieve more 

Title details. 

 

Other notifications will inform you that a title you placed a Hold on 

is now available, or remind you that a Hold waiting for you has 

not yet been loaned, or tell you that an expired Hold has been 

automatically reactivated for you. 
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OverDrive Magazine Collection 

 

LLR’s subscription to OverDrive now includes the Magazine collection, which offers thousands of titles across a wide range of subjects.   

 

 

 

You can borrow any number of individual issues of any of the magazines in the collection. Magazine issues that you loan will not count as 

part of your 30 item OverDrive loan allowance: magazine entitlement is separate, and unlimited. There is also no limit to the number of 

NTU students or staff members who can borrow the same issue of a magazine in the collection at the same time. This means that there is 

no option to place a Hold on a magazine issue, as you’ll always be able to borrow a copy. 

  

As with the books and audiobooks available through OverDrive, magazine issues are loanable for seven days at a time. By default, the 

most recent issue of a magazine is the default choice for a loan request. However, you can browse through and select an earlier issue of a 

magazine from the available archive – which covers the most recent three years, where available (see the illustration below).   
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